AMENDMENT TO NH STATE PLAN FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING
 (unanimously approved by SILC June 11, 2009; Public Hearing held July 15, 2009)
Section 3: Design for the Statewide Network of Centers
3.1 Existing Network – 34 CFR 364.25
Provide an overview of the existing network of centers, including non-Part C-funded centers that comply with the standards and assurances in section 725 (b) and (c) of the Act, and the geographic areas and populations currently served by the centers.

Over the past several years, there has been a concerted and successful effort to develop satellite services in the northern and western regions of the state.  In support of the DSU’s and SILC’s desire to expand IL services throughout the State, Granite State Independent Living Center has plans to establish a presence in all ten counties of NH..   These satellites have been funded with Part C monies as they become available.   At these satellite offices, consumers receive individual, one-on-one service coordination designed to assist them in achieving identified goals for increasing independence.  Also operating out of these offices, but funded through other sources, are Employment and Benefit Specialists and Long Term Care Services. 

3.2 Expansion of Network – 34 CFR 364.25
Describe the design for the further expansion of the network, including identification of the unserved and underserved areas in the State and the order of priority for serving these areas as additional funding becomes available (beyond the required cost-of-living increase).  

The issue of the creation of additional IL Centers continues to be centered on the capacity of the state to support such additional IL Centers.  The need for established, or newly created, Centers to rely on resources which are additional to Title VII, Part C funds, such as other Federal sources of monies, private donations, and community support makes opening additional centers in the state not in the best interests of NH citizens with significant disabilities. In addition, the trend in NH is for fewer non-profit service providers.   Those agencies that are remaining are merging. While the population of the State is steadily growing, the geographic configuration of the population remains in the southern third of the State.  The small size of New Hampshire results in heavy competition for limited financial resources for non-profit service providers.  
Over the past several years, Granite State Independent Living has undertaken a concerted and successful effort to develop satellite services in the northern and western regions of the State. Satellite offices are also located in Manchester and Nashua, the area with the largest population and concentration of minorities.  In support of the Designated State Unit’s and the SILC’s desire to expand an Independent Living presence throughout the State, Granite State Independent Living has plans to establish a presence in all ten counties of NH. These satellites have been funded with the additional Part C monies as they become available. At these satellite offices, consumers receive individual, one-on-one service coordination designed to assist them in achieving identified goals for increasing independence. Also operating out of these offices, but funded through other sources, are Employment and Benefit Specialists and Long Term Care Services. 

Given the scarce resources available for not only the creation of, but more importantly the sustaining of, non-profit services it is not in the best interest of individuals with significant disabilities that additional IL Centers be funded in NH.  Should additional Part C funds become available over the period of this State Plan, these extra monies should be allocated to Granite State Independent Living, in order that they may continue to develop services in those areas that are not served, or that are underserved.  
